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Introduction 
 

The book you are now holding is the result of six months of intercultural storytelling that took 

place during the winter 2025 through the spring of 2026 and is our third publication in this series. 

Originally, the Intercultural Storytelling project was set up primarily to encourage community 

building and operate a two-way model of integration between the established community and the 

New Irish who are coping to understand the language and culture of their new home. The project 

was also designed to promote English literacy among the students of the Intercultural Language 

Service. Ultimately, it is hoped that the publication of these stories will further strengthen ties 

between the new and more established communities in the Dublin City area and beyond. The 

stories in this book are both ordinary, in that they speak of the everyday, and extraordinary in 

that they have been written with people of limited English language literacy. Also, for many 

members of our school, these encounters were perhaps the first time they had sat down and had 

meaningful interaction with locals for any length of time since their arrival in Ireland. Many 

members arrive at ILS with so many stories but limited language with which to deliver them. 

These people have crossed time, borders and languages to share their truths and projects such as 

this can facilitate this delivery. 

 

During our project, our storytellers worked in pairs where one was a local or more established 

resident in Ireland, and their partner was a newer or less established citizen. It should be noted 

that not all pairs produced the same type or number of stories, and that a good deal of their 

weekly spoken interaction was not recorded. However, since we were focused as much on this 

process as the product you now hold, this was not seen as a negative. 

 

In a reflection piece of our project, Emily paints a very positive picture of the process and 

results. She says that she enjoyed sharing stories with her story partner and now wants to know 

more about Irish life and what Irish people do, which is very different for her. She repeats that 

she enjoyed it so much and that it “opened up a new world for me”.  

 

For more about Intercultural Storytelling see: 

https://www.ilsschool.org/storytelling-at-the-ils.html 

 

 

 

Dr. Peter Sheekey, Founder & CEO of the Intercultural Language Service, June 2026
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Conzeta’s Story 
 

Gardens from Piatra Neamț to Dublin: Conzeta’s Story 

by Grace 

 

Conzeta is from Piatra Neamț in Romania. She 

enjoys traveling, especially to cities where she 

can see museums and meet lots of people. In 

Ireland, she likes Galway, Belfast, and Dublin. 

She came to Ireland on August 15, 2007, and this 

date is very important to her. Her daughter Julia 

was born in Ireland on June 17, 2008. Conzeta 

started her first job in Ireland in 2013 at Malahide 

Castle. She worked there for three years and built 

friendships with her coworkers.  

 

Conzeta’s family is highly important to her. She 

married her husband Sebastien, a martial arts 

teacher, in July 2008. Her daughter Julia is 

seventeen and loves fashion. Conzeta’s family has 

two dogs. She is also close to her friends John and 

Myra in Kilteel. 

 

Conzeta remembers the beautiful mountains that 

surround her city, but she loves living in Ireland. Her brother still lives in Romania. She dreams 

of buying a house in Ireland and settling in Dublin. She wants to have a garden with flowers, 

vegetables, and fruits like her father’s garden in Romania. She also dreams of winning Spin, and 

she buys an entry every week. Good luck, Conzeta! 

 

 

 

Conzeta’s Life Story 

by Grace   

 

Conzeta would take a train and walk for an hour to attend her university in rural Romania. She 

completed her degree in agro-industrial studies to become a veterinary technician. Conzeta 

worked with cows, milking the animals very early in the morning, feeding them, and 

administering vaccines. She especially loved working with newborn and young calves. Animals 

are not her only area of work expertise! She had a second job on the weekends in Romania as a 
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massage therapist. After completing a six month course, she worked with individual clients as a 

reflexologist in both Romania and Ireland.  

 

Conzeta speaks Romanian, Italian, and English. She attends English classes at the Intercultural 

Language Service every weekday morning to improve her English. During her time at ILS, she 

has made some very kind friends. She hopes the courses will aid her current job search.  

 

Conzeta lives with her husband, daughter, and two dogs: Sebastien, Julia, Rika, and King. While 

Conzeta loves her dogs, they are naughty! Rika has a penchant for chewing things while King is 

a small Yorkie with a big attitude who loves to bark. King rules over his Dublin kingdom, a city 

that Conzeta loves to call home. She enjoys the capital’s different colors, diverse people, and 

restaurants with many cuisines. She could go without the swearing and excessive drinking, 

however. 

 

 

 

 

 
The National Botanic Gardens: Conzeta’s Favourite Place 

by Grace   

 

Long walks, yellow roses, and sculptures: Conzeta’s favourite place is the National Botanic 

Gardens in Dublin. For her, having access to so many gardens and parks is an amazing part of 

living in this city. She’s visited others like Phoenix Park and the gardens at Malahide Castle, but 

these others do not compare to the National Botanic Gardens. 

 



4 

 

The abundance of flowers, unique trees, a flowing river, mushrooms and adorable animals like 

squirrels and ducks make the gardens feel truly special. She first visited during a very hot 

summer day. Stepping into the humid greenhouse for the first time, she felt like she was in the 

Amazon! 

 

Her favourite time to visit is in October to see the changing colors of the autumn leaves. She 

often visits the gardens with her daughter on Sunday afternoon. While Conzeta’s favourite plants 

are the spiky cacti, her daughter Julia thinks of these as bad plants! When she visits, Conzeta 

takes in all that the large gardens have to offer before they close and sometimes grabs a coffee or 

food just outside the gates. Her favourite memory was coming across a tree she recognised: a 

mulberry tree. When Conzeta tasted the fruit, it tasted nothing like the fruit of her home country! 

 

Conzeta pictures the gardens full of happy families and with many squirrels. The gardens remind 

her of the smell of flowers, which all smell a little differently. Conzeta prefers the scent of the 

rose. She feels happy and relaxed in the Botanic Gardens, enjoying the fresh air.  

 

 

 

Biopoem: Conzeta 

by Grace   

 

Conzeta 

Who is friendly, happy, and funny 

Mother of Julia and wife of Sebastien 

Who loves film, reading, and studying the Bible 

Who feels happy, relaxed, and musical 

Who is scared of drunk and loud cursing people, racist people, and hurricanes 

Who stays healthy and positive 

Who hopes to see more dolphins in Galway 

Who lives facing the Royal Canal 

Opera 

 

 

 

Biryani, Tiramisu, and Mamaliga: Culinary Conzeta 

by Grace   

 

Conzeta’s favourite food is Pakistani biryani because of its perfect level of spice. She first tried it 

at a restaurant in city centre Dublin. She believes that Italy has the world’s best foods: pasta, 

pizza, lasagna, and her favorites, tiramisu and gelato. Although she doesn’t cook everyday, 
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Conzeta cooks often and enjoys eating delicious food. She likes yogurt with cherries or 

strawberries for breakfast. Her lunch is often soup with chicken, vegetables, or beans. For dinner, 

she cooks chicken with curry at home.  

 

When Conzeta was young in Romania, she ate rice and chocolate, sweet cheese cubes, and milk 

with rice. She loved budinca cake and macaroane cu branza, a dish with cheese and pasta her 

mother would prepare. Throughout her childhood she was a picky eater who mostly ate pasta and 

sweets, and she would even use her lunch money to purchase sweets instead of a meal! Some of 

the most popular sweets in Romania are snow whites, which are lemon and cream cakes often 

eaten for Christmas. Although Conzeta likes to enjoy them with berries and jam, her daughter 

prefers sweets from Avoca and crêpes with hazelnut spread to sweets from Romania.  

 

Now, Conzeta’s favourite food from Romania is a 

dish with carrot, potato, chicken, pork, beef, and 

onion - a much healthier option than a lunch of 

sweets. Romanian food, unlike her beloved 

biryani, is not spicy. She appreciates fasole cu 

cârnați, a classic Romanian stew with beans and 

sausages. She also likes her country’s macrow, 

mackerel served with onions, pepperoni, tomato 

sauce, and mămăligă, a cornmeal similar to polenta 

often paired with fish. Cheese is very popular in 

Romania, especially strong cheese made from the 

milk of sheep, which Conzeta likes to mix with 

cheese from cows. While Conzeta likes Romania’s 

many cheese shops, she does not like the brie sold 

there. She also thinks that the meat in Romania is 

too fatty. As she doesn’t enjoy pork or bacon, 

Conzeta doesn’t love the Romanian tradition of 

slaughtering a pig for Christmas. Romanians like 

to drink wine, blonde beer, and chocolate and 

menthol liquor, Conzeta says. She prefers Bailey’s 

with ice and cocoa.  

 

No longer a picky eater, Conzeta likes her food sweet or spicy or lots of things in between. 
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New Year, New Conzeta: High Hopes, Work, Dublin 2, English, Camping, and No 

Cocktails! 

by Grace   

 

While she doesn’t think her 2025 was very good, Conzeta’s 2026 is already off to a great start! 

School, family, and her dogs are all keeping her happy. Since six is a lucky number for her, she 

has high hopes and many goals for this year.  

 

In 2026, Conzeta wants to improve all aspects of her English. She plans to watch more TV and 

film online to practice. One of her most important goals is to find a job, which she feels will 

make her happy. Ideally, she would like to work in a shop, specifically an Irish restaurant like 

Avoca, in Dublin 2. She also wants to hang out more in Dublin 2, which is her favourite part of 

the city to visit museums, Grafton Street, Trinity College, and the zoo. She wants to shop in 

Galway and Dundrum. She would love to visit the mountains and go camping in the summer 

somewhere like the stepsite in Skerries with her daughter and her dogs.  

 

Conzeta also wants to make some changes to her lifestyle. Since she’s learned to bake, she now 

makes lots of irresistible sweet foods like chocolate cake and delicious cookies. But good fashion 

is essential to Conzeta, and she wants to lose weight to fit into her clothes. This year she will 

have fewer sweet drinks by having only natural juice and cutting out soda and cocktails. 

Conzeta’s orange bike needs a makeover, so she’ll send it into the shop to change the colors to 

black and red. She also will walk her dog every Saturday in Fairview Park since Rika had too 

much to eat over Christmas and not enough yard space to burn it off.  

 

 

 

Conzeta’s Arrival 

by Grace   

 

Conzeta tells anyone who asks that she is from Romania, but she lives in Ireland. While her 

family mostly calls her by Sheyla, which is her middle name, everyone at school calls her 

Conzeta.  

 

When Conzeta first arrived in Ireland, she stayed in Lucan: a clean, beautiful, and quiet place 

where everything was closed by 5pm. She moved to Portlaoise before finally settling in Dublin 

in 2012. Although these towns had lovely forests, Conzeta found it difficult to make friends in 

them. Irish people rarely have time to make friends with newcomers, in her experience. She 

became much happier when she moved to Dublin. She says that when she was in Lucan, she 

wanted the energy of the city, but now sometimes living in the city, she wants the peace of 

Lucan! 
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Conzeta loves the busyness of Dublin’s inner city, especially as people shop on Grafton Street on 

the weekends. Conzeta delights in people from many countries and tourists cheering on the 

Viking Bus. She finds Irish people much friendlier than people in Romania.  

 

Conzeta recalls that everything in Romania was very expensive, even groceries. She finds 

Ireland much more affordable. She says the weather in Ireland is rainier. Conzeta tried to build a 

snowman in Ireland during one of her first winters here, only for the snowman to keep melting! 

 

Conzeta remembers her communication difficulties when she first arrived in Ireland. She found it 

hard to speak with bus drivers without any English. While looking for her runaway dog in Lucan, 

Conzeta met a very helpful woman who said she was Polish, but Conzeta thought she meant 

police! She now laughs at her memories of acting out foods like fish and chicken in the grocery 

store to communicate with employees.  

 

Conzeta remembers her move to Portlaoise with her sister as especially difficult. She didn’t feel 

safe there, especially in the isolated area by her church. She was worried about crime in remote 

places.  

 

Conzeta’s foremost advice for anyone moving to Ireland: Prepare for the cold and rain! 

 

 

 

Conzeta’s Favourite Photos 

by Grace   

 

One of Conzeta’s favourite pictures shows her playing 

with her dog Rika in Fairview Park, only a ten minute 

walk from her house, in October 2025. While the weather 

was not sunny, the day was still nice. (Conzeta only walks 

her dog in nice weather.) She loves to show off pictures of 

her dogs: her poodle Rika and Yorkie King. King, who is a 

little older than Rika, is too crazy to walk. Conzeta got 

Rika, who she considers to be her dog, as a puppy. Rika 

sleeps with her most nights and often looks up at Conzeta 

while she cooks. Rika is very special to Conzeta. Although 

Conzeta loves her dogs now, she didn’t have any growing 

up.  
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Even though Conzeta always loved walking in the park, she was lonely without someone to walk 

with. Now she adores walking Rika. Rika is very gentle on her leash. Conzeta sometimes throws 

a ball for Rika. While they mostly walk in Fairview Park, they also will visit Mountjoy Square or 

Dubh Linn Garden. In the summer, Conzeta’s daughter sometimes joins their walks, but she is 

too busy to join during the school year! 

 

Conzeta also loves this picture of her friends Fiona 

and Florian. This photo features them in traditional 

Romanian dress celebrating 35 years together. 

Conzeta met them in 2012. The couple likes to bike, 

but they don’t have pets or children. Florian is 

Romanian, and Fiona has learned the Romanian 

language. They were married in 2020 and host an 

annual party at a Romanian restaurant for their 

anniversary.  

 

 

  



9 

 

Grace’s Story 
 

Grace’s Life Story 

by Conzeta 

 

Grace is from Stillwater, USA. It is an old town, and the first town in her state. The town has a 

river and many people love to visit it.  

 

She studied politics and languages. She is an English teacher, and she likes to help different 

people speak English. With her family, she speaks American English.  

 

She came to Ireland in September 2025. She has been at the drop-in centre for 2 months because 

she wants to help pupils speak English. 

 

She lives in a flat with Juliet. Juliet is from Senegal.  

 

Grace is social! In Dublin she 

loves meeting new people. She 

has friends from America, 

Palestine, Uganda, 

Afghanistan, and this student 

who is from Romania. Grace 

has free time on the weekends.  

 

She will graduate from school 

in 2026. She thinks that she 

would like to stay in Ireland, 

but she is not sure. 

 

 

 

Grace’s Biopoem 

by Conzeta 

 

Grace  

Who is curious, friendly, and dedicated to learning. 

Daughter of Amy and Sean 

Who likes reading and dancing 

Who feels delight 

Who fears snakes, death, and failure 
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Who studies for her Masters at university 

Who hopes to travel and learn always 

Who lives in an apartment in Dublin 9 

McDonough 

 

Grace is a nice teacher. 

She is a friendly person who loves nature and pupils from many countries. 

She is very nice and beautiful when she smiles. 

She is a teacher for a woman student from Romania, and every Friday they read life history 

stories. 

 

 

 

Grace and Food 

by Conzeta 

 

Grace thinks the best food is from three countries: 

Thailand, India and Lebanon. Grace’s favourite food is 

sweet and sour noodles from Thailand. From India, she 

likes paneer and lassi, a drink.  

 

She eats a lot of beans and eggs because she is 

vegetarian. For breakfast, she eats yoghurt, fruit, and 

granola. Her lunch is a sandwich and sometimes small.  

 

Grace cooks something small everyday. When Grace 

was young, she ate pasta and vegetables because her 

mom was very busy.  

 

A food that she likes from her country is cheese. She 

loves goat cheese. She thinks American food is okay, 

but it is not her favourite 

 

Grace likes Sprite and 7up, but she will not drink Coca-Cola. Although beer is very popular, 

Grace does not like it. She drinks cider. She does not like olives, tomatoes, or coffee.  

 

Grace will eat with her friends or alone in her apartment. At home, she eats with her family.  

 

Her favourite memory of food is the American holiday Thanksgiving, which is an important 

celebration to have food with family. Grace likes cooking together with her mom and family.  

Grace drinks mango lassi 
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She says the most important thing about food is to break bread, to share with other people and to 

eat slowly.  

 

 

 

Grace’s 2026 

by Conzeta 

 

Grace has been to Minnesota, Delaware, Dublin, Kildare, Dun Laoghaire for swimming, 

Luxembourg, Brussels, and Galway.  

 

She has met Fiona, who studied in Minnesota but lives in Dublin, and a friend from D.C.  

 

At her birthday party with her friends, she was very 

happy. She went to Kildare for Saint Brigid’s 

celebrations and to see the wells. She celebrated Saint 

Patrick’s Day.  

 

Peter has helped her. Grace has helped Conzeta tell 

the history of her life in English.  

 

She watched Frankenstein and movies every 

Wednesday together with her friends. She is reading 

James Joyce’s The Portrait of the Artist as a Young 

Man and Little Women. She learns a lot as a student 

like translation, history, and politics. She learned 

about the E.U. 

 

She has been eating at Indian and Chinese restaurants. 

She had a mango lassi last night! She has also bought 

gelato and biscuits. She had tapas at a Spanish 

restaurant. She tried a Belgian waffle with speculoos.  

 

In 2026, she is especially grateful. Next, she wants to see more countries. She will visit Granada, 

Spain this year.  

 

 

Grace visiting Brussels this year 
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Grace’s Favourite Photos 

by Conzeta 

 

This photo is in summer 2023. It has Amy, 

Addie, Mary, and Kari. Amy is Grace’s mother, 

Addie is Grace’s cousin, Mary is Grace’s sister, 

and Kari is Grace’s aunt. They are at a Taylor 

Swift concert: the Eras Tour. Addie, Mary and 

Grace love this music. They are dressed as 

different “eras”. Grace is dressed as the “Red 

era”. Addie bought the tickets for them all!  

 

The concert is in a stadium. The stadium is very 

big, and Grace sat in the second to last row.  

 

The concert was very very exciting and 

important for Grace. 

 

 

 

This photo is in Minnesota. “Land of 10,000 lakes” is 

Minnesota’s motto. This lake is Lake of the Isles.  

 

She is with her friends Heather, Emma, and Sofie in the 

park for a picnic. 

 

The photo is from May 24, 2025. It is very serene.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace’s Arrival 

by Conzeta 

 

Grace is from the small village of Stillwater on the St. Croix River in the U.S.A. 
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She thought Ireland was very friendly and Dublin was a big city, which was very exciting for 

Grace. When she first came to Ireland, her contact was not mostly with Irish people but with 

people from many different countries. Some big improvements in Ireland were the bus going for 

24 hours, the Luas, and free events. But her school is different here, with less conversation and 

more lectures in one direction.  

 

While before she thought the bus was very nice, now she has some problems with the bus being 

reliable. She does more volunteering with Irish people, and she loves it. 

 

She first met the nine students and four teachers at her program. Only two students and two 

teachers were Irish. Now she has close friends in her classes.  

 

Her difficult times have been missing family. Two people were killed in protests at home when 

she was here in Ireland.  

 

Her advice is to do free things, bring a very good jacket for the rain, and explore different places 

in Dublin like the parks. 

 

 

 

My Reflection on Our Storytelling 

by Grace 

 

I found the storytelling joyful and engaging! I loved coming in and sharing life experiences, 

especially overhearing little pieces from everyone about different holidays, foods, and memories. 

 

I found stories were more than words. Stories were often laughter, gestures, and pictures.  

 

I learned a lot about new cultures through storytelling. I learned more about Romanian cuisine 

than I ever thought I would know! As a newcomer to Ireland myself, I also learned more about 

Ireland through Conzeta and saw the country from another perspective.  

 

It was a unique experience learning about a person through storytelling. Conzeta has an amazing 

love for Dublin. She is very dedicated to her family.  

 

When faced with some fundamental but deep questions during storytelling, I learned that I did 

not have as many answers as I thought. Storytelling pushed me to recognize the things in my life 

that I have taken for granted, including the influence of my culture and the value of my 

relationships.  
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I loved getting more and more familiar with the characters in my partner’s life. We would share 

“side-stories” about her dogs, husband, or daughter. 

 

Storytelling has also pushed me to try to empathetically engage on contentious topics. It can be 

difficult to navigate social attitudes with limited vocabulary, but I feel like storytelling helped 

my partner and I build a relationship where I could work to understand her and make my 

responses understood.  

 

Storytelling has given me something to look forward to at the end of every week! I feel like I 

have benefited greatly from the relationships and rapport that we have built together.  
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 Cristóbal’s Story 
 

 Cristóbal’s Arrival 

by Grace   

 

When  Cristóbal first arrived in Ireland, he was 

struck by the friendliness of Irish people! People 

smiled at him often. He found Irish people to be 

social, kind, sympathetic, clever and educated.   

 

However, he found the days in Dublin to be 

shorter with not a lot of light.  Cristóbal missed 

the 9pm sunsets in Spain. Another big change for 

him was the weather in Ireland, and this colder 

weather requires a lot more clothing.  

 

Around the city, he noticed that Dublin houses 

are smaller than those in Spain. Every time he 

spotted construction workers, he found them 

taking breaks! He found the two tiered buses very 

impressive.  

 

 Cristóbal loved the city. He felt peace, freedom 

and hope during his arrival. Dublin offered him 

new possibilities and new opportunities. He 

wanted to meet new people and improve his 

English here.  

 

Now, he still feels positive about Ireland. From October to December, he enjoyed the days with 

more light and lovely weather. He found the rain in January and February more difficult. He’s 

sometimes found communication difficult here. He remembers seeking a job with a couple who 

ran a restaurant when he first arrived and not being able to speak with them. He says accents here 

can sometimes be difficult to understand.  

 

 Cristóbal has found leaving his family especially hard. He misses his parents, pets, nephews, 

and niece. He also misses the comforts of Spain, especially the delicious food.  

 

Cristóbal would advise anyone moving to Ireland to arrive with some savings. He would 

encourage them to have a job here before you come. Finally, he would tell them to explore many 

places! 
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Cristóbal’s Favourite Photos 

by Grace   

 

 
 

Cristóbal loves this photo of a hotel on Gardiner Street in Dublin. The picture comes from his 

first time in Dublin in October 2025 when he moved here. The most important parts of this 

picture for Cristóbal are the James Joyce quote and the words “Choose Love”. He also loves art 

and sometimes draws. He thinks the quote speaks to something crucial and universal: Mistakes 

allow us to learn, which is essential for life.  

 

The first picture gives him a sense of comfort and 

inspires him to continue searching for his new life in 

Dublin. He sometimes finds it difficult to be here and 

misses the weather, his family, and two dogs in Spain.  

 

This second photo comes from a walk Cristóbal took in 

October, 2025. He wanted to capture the blue sky and 

sun over Drumcondra Football Club. Both now and 

then, the photo gives him a sense of hope and peace.  
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Cristóbal and the Crosses of May 

by Grace   

 

 Cristóbal celebrates the Crosses of May (Fiesta de las Cruces) on May 3. The festival is a 

Catholic tradition in Spain. Each neighborhood, including  Cristóbal’s, works together to 

decorate a large cross with flowers and bright colors.  

 

Neighbourhood celebrations happen next to the cross. They serve foods and drinks, including 

traditional Spanish tapas, seafood and ham and cheese. The party might also include traditional 

flamenco music, costumes, and dances. The scene is very lively, and the audience participates by 

clapping.  Cristóbal really enjoys this type of music.  

 

The crosses are displayed for 3 to 4 days. People work together to take them down.  

 

 
 

 Cristóbal chose this picture to represent the festival. This picture symbolizes duende, a word 

from Southern Spain representing the mystical feeling of art. It shows the beauty of the festival. 

The cross represents the importance of coming together.  
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Emily’s Story 
 

Talking about Emily 

by Peter 

 

Emily is a Chinese woman from Chengdu city, which is the capital of southwestern China's 

Sichuan province. She has been in Ireland for one year and likes Dublin, which she says is a 

“more human city”. Emily is a retired reporter and is enjoying life by travelling around the 

world. She has three sisters and a son, who she enjoys visiting regularly, and who is a pilot with 

British Airways and lives in London. 

 

Besides travelling, Emily is using 

her time by learning more about 

cooking and is studying Chinese 

cooking online. She likes Italian 

and Spanish food in particular. She 

also really enjoys meeting new 

people and making new friends. 

She wants to visit many new places 

such as Iceland, America, and New 

Zealand.  

 

Emily’s favourite places to visit in 

Ireland are museums, like the 

National Gallery and Dublin 

Castle. She has really enjoyed 

visiting Howth and Bray for the 

beautiful walks and loved eating 

Italian food in Howth. 

 

Some important dates for Emily are her mum’s birthday in August, her son’s birthday in April 

and the Chinese Spring Festival. The Spring Festival, also known as Chinese New Year, marks 

the beginning of a new year on the traditional lunisolar Chinese calendar. It is one of the most 

important holidays in Chinese culture and was placed on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity list in 2024. 

 

She says this festival is very like Christmas with traditions of visiting with family, dressing well, 

eating a lot of food and sweets. She told me that the children are super spoiled during this 

celebration and allowed to eat and do what they want. 
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Emily’s Life Story 

by Peter 

 

Emily studied at a government college and got her degree in administration. She speaks 

Mandarin, and a dialect of this language from her city, along with English.  

 

Emily discovered our school via the internet and started attending it in spring 2025. She says she 

needs English for her everyday life and wants to learn it well as she plans to live in Dublin for a 

long time. She says that she really enjoys our school because she is able to understand what 

people are saying, and she feels more relaxed about communicating in the classes. 

 

Emily lives alone in an apartment in the heart of the Docklands near the North Wall. She says 

Dublin is a very walkable city, and she likes that you can get around the city on foot. She says 

that Dublin is a more relaxed and friendly city whereas her native city Chengdu is very crowded. 

She says Dublin people take the time to say hello and are very polite. She thinks people in her 

own city do not take this time or greet each other in the street. She also says that despite this, 

everything in her home city is very convenient: You can go out to cinemas, restaurants, etc. 

without having to book. She reports that the cost of living in Chengdu is much lower than in 

Dublin. For example, a cinema ticket is three euros and eating out is very reasonable, too. When 

I asked about the average wage, she said that it is around €1000. 

 

Most of her friends in Dublin are Chinese people who she enjoys meeting up with for walks, 

cooking dinners and shopping. She has nice neighbours who she chats with and who kindly help 

her when she has problems with her house. 

 

 

 

Emily’s Biopoem 

by Peter 

 

Emily (Jun) 

Who likes to learn new things, is friendly and curious, 

Who treasures family, her mum, son and friends, 

Who loves travel, eating local food and gazing at flowers in spring, 

Who is concerned for her mother’s health, worries about her son’s work-life balance 

and about war, 

Who is proud of her success in business and being an outstanding employee as a reporter, 

Who wants to perfect her English to enjoy her life in Dublin, travel a lot more and meet new 

people,  

Ye 
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Emily’s Hopes for 2026 

by Peter 

 

Family is very important to Emily, so she wishes them all the best of health in the coming year 

and beyond. She would like her son to work more sociable hours, to change his work shifts and 

to get more time to rest. Emily’s mum is ninety-four, and she wishes her mum’s good health to 

continue.  

 

Emily is enjoying retirement and says she spends most mornings learning English, which is very 

important for her. This year she wants to improve her speaking and listening and we spoke about 

using Irish television to help with this. 

 

Every year Emily returns to China to visit her family and friends there. Her closest friend is her 

schoolmate in China, and they have known each other since high school. When she goes to 

China she spends time with this friend shopping, travelling, going to restaurants and gossiping. 

Emily is trying to diet at the moment on her doctor’s advice and says this is not easy as she really 

enjoys her food. She has foregone her big breakfast and has a health check up each year in 

China.  

 

In her free time, Emily will continue to go for walks when the weather is good and likes to take 

photos of flowers on these trips. Emily buys flowers often and her favourites are lilies and she 

revealed a secret to limit the strong smell of this plant by cutting the stamens. She loves shopping 

but laughs and says window shopping is much cheaper. She likes window shopping in Grafton 

Street which she says is very expensive. However, she buys clothes and shoes in Brown Thomas 

and can afford this because she shops there during the January sales.  

 

This year she will go on a cruise in Miami as she really enjoys sailing. She will continue to help 

take care of the neighbour’s dog and cat and laughs when she shows me the cat’s hairs on her 

coat. Emily likes to joke and laugh a lot, and we wish her a great 2026. 

 

 

 

Emily’s Photos  

by Peter 

 

As we know, Emily loves travelling. So, her photos are of a memorable trip she made to West 

Virginia in the United States in 2023 at Thanksgiving. She says she has been to the US many 

times, among her visits were the cities of San Francisco, Miami, New York, Washington and Las 

Vegas. When I asked her which was her favourite, she replied that each place had its own charms 

and attractions. 
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She remembers West Virginia fondly because she went there to meet the family of her son’s 

partner who are from there. The family have a beautiful cabin on their land in the hills that she 

really loved and captured in the first photo here. 

 

 

 

She says it was a special experience, and the 

countryside was very beautiful around this 

very spacious wooden house on a large plot 

of land. When I asked what she did there, 

Emily said she relaxed with the mother of the 

family while the men went hunting for deer. 

Emily told me that the families who live in 

this area have permission to hunt on their 

lands. The men were successful in their hunt 

and bagged an impressive stag, which Emily 

posed with in this photo. 

 

Emily says she did not have any ethical 

problems about hunting but did not enjoy the 

discomfort of spending the day out in the 

forests. She much preferred staying in the 

cabin with the mother and says they passed 

the time playing pool, which she really 

enjoys. 
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She says she learned about how Americans 

celebrate Thanksgiving. She talked about the big 

spread of food and drinks that the family provided 

and the turkey that they had cooked for this feast. 

When I asked about the quality of the food, she 

smiled and declared it was “so-so”. She was 

surprised at the amount and range of drinks the 

family had assembled in their home bar. She says 

she was delighted and surprised by the hospitality 

and that the visit had changed how she viewed 

Americans. She declared that the welcome and 

attention to detail from the hosts was in many 

ways similar to Chinese hospitality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily’s Festival – Chinese New Year 

by Peter 

 

Emily talked about a festival that is very important to her 

known as Chinese New Year or Spring Festival. This 

festival is based on the Chinese Zodiac which is a 12-year 

cycle represented by animals—Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, 

Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog, and 

Pig. This year is the year of the (fire) Horse. Emily told 

me that the Horse represents strong and positive energy 

and those born in a Horse year are considered energetic, 

hardworking, social, and ambitious. 

 

Emily says that food is very central to celebrating this festival and that each meal has different 

styles and ingredients like fish, beef, pork, and so on. At the New Year feasts the men drink 

strong, expensive alcohol and sit apart, while the women mostly drink wine or juice and water. 

Interestingly, she says that if the women wish to drink strong beverages, they must go and join 

the men’s table. She remarks that the culture of drinking is different from the Western one. She 

points out that the Western drinking culture often focuses on the individual plying themselves in 
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order to get drunk, while at this festival the goal is to ply others with drink in order to get them 

drunk, and that this becomes a playful exercise to see who gets others drunk first. 

 

 
 

Emily likens this festival to the way Christmas or Thanksgiving are celebrated in the West. 

People dress in their finest clothes and traditionally the colour red is worn. Everywhere, both in 

the streets and at home, there are bright and elaborate decorations. Lanterns and banners line the 

streets of the towns and villages with red being the dominant colour. 

 

During the festivities, each home is highly 

decorated with the doors and windows being 

festooned with Spring Couplets which are 

traditional Lunar New Year decorations 

featuring poetic, auspicious phrases written in 

black or gold ink on red paper. These 

particular decorations have special meanings, 

they represent good health and prosperity for 

the coming year and ward off bad luck. 

 

 

Emily in Chinatown, London for this 

year’s festival 
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The Dragon Dance is central to the New Year celebrations. Traditionally, there are two people 

inside the dragon, and they visit the homes and local businesses to dance there and bring good 

luck or good business for the coming twelve months.  

 

 

 

Traditionally, New Year’s Eve is spent with all the family at home. There is an elaborate and 

extensive dinner sometimes lasting from 6 pm to midnight. Emily recounts that it is customary 

for the family to then spend the whole night talking to bring in the new year with chat and stories 

of past, present and future. On New Year’s Day it is customary for the men to do the cooking. 

Emily laughs as she tells me how this cooking is normally very simple, noodles or dumplings, 

because the men are not usually used to cooking. On this day women should not enter the 

kitchen. 

 

This year Emily celebrated the arrival of the Horse in 

London. She says that it was very crowded as this is 

the biggest new year festival in Europe. During the 

festivities, she visited Chinatown and Trafalgar 

Square, and managed to do some shopping. As she has 

said before, Emily rarely eats Chinese food outside of 

her home or China, so she did not go to the restaurants 

there.  

 

Emily says that the old traditions are changing, but we 

hope that some of these beautiful customs remain from 

this fascinating festival. 
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Emily’s Thoughts on Our Storytelling 

by Peter 

 

Emily told me that she had moved to Ireland after discovering how friendly the Irish were on a 

visit here from London. She says that she has been to many places around the world but that the 

Irish were the friendliest and kindest people she had met. 

 

Emily says our storytelling was very important for her. “We had fun” sharing our stories, she 

told me. She said she learned a lot about Irish Culture, pubs and about houseboats, “lots of new 

information which I could not find anywhere else”. She was happy to report that she “improved 

listening and speaking,” which she says is important because she lives in Dublin and needs to 

understand the locals.  

 

She says she learned a lot about her story-partner Peter and his life in Switzerland and Italy and 

how he came back to study in Trinity College. She told me that she also learned a lot about 

Peter’s life, his hobbies, films and books, singing and drinking with friends and family. She told 

me that the one-on-one really helped her and gave her some very useful language. Before our 

sessions, Emily said she had problems with listening and speaking and our storytelling helped a 

lot with this and changed her life. 

 

She says that she enjoyed sharing stories with Peter and now wants to know more about Irish life 

and what Irish people do, which is very different for her. She repeats that she enjoyed it so much 

and that it “opened up a new world for me”. 
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Peter’s Story 
 

Peter’s Introduction 

by Emily 

 

Hello everyone, let me introduce Peter. 

 

He's from Dublin, and his parents are 

also from Dublin. He has 38 years of 

teaching experience. He lives in a fully 

equipped houseboat in Blanchardstown 

on the Royal Canal. 

 

Peter loves music, singing, and playing 

guitar. He also loves going to the 

cinema. He likes all kinds of films, but 

his favorites are those with good 

stories. He also enjoys walking every 

day. 

 

He wants to visit Sardinia and Sicily in 

Italy, as he loves the food there. He 

likes to visit the west coast of Ireland, 

and he knows this place very well. If 

you want to see the sea, cliffs, and bays 

there, Peter can give you a lot of useful 

information. In Howth, he also enjoys 

cycling along the coastline, walking 

along the cliffs, and eating fish. 

 

In September 1988, Peter left Ireland for Sweden, where he stayed for four years. In September 

1991, he went to Italy to teach English and returned to Dublin 11 years later. Since returning to 

Dublin, he has been working as an English teacher. 

 

He's an experienced teacher, students love him, and he's humorous. I'm very happy that he is my 

English teacher now. 
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Peter’s Story 

by Rosy 

 

He is a man with such an adventurous life. 

 

He is a singer, captain and headmaster. 

 

He has so much experience, yet he still says he wants to learn more. 

 

His name is Peter. 

 

He is an inspiring man with a passion for learning and adventure. 

 

Peter likes walking in nature, enjoying the fresh air, and also playing music and singing. He has a 

band called “CRACKED ACTORS”. Every member plays music together every week. He likes 

to play songs by the English musician David Bowie who has passed away. He also has a barge 

and really enjoys sailing . 

 

The three places he loves the most are the sea, the mountains, and Italy. He lived in Italy for 11 

years and worked as an English teacher in Milan. “It’s a very beautiful and fashionable city,” he 

says. 

 

There are three important dates in his life. The first is when he landed in the beautiful city of 

Milan in September 1991. The second is in May 2018, when he spent 40,000 euros to buy a boat 

named Eala. The third important date is March 2016, when he started to build this school while 

he was a research student at Trinity College. He found that many people wanted to learn English. 

He is now my teacher and the leader of this school. 

 

The three most important groups of people in his life are the people in his school - his teachers 

and students, and his family including his sister and brother. 

 

There are three important lessons in his life: to learn to love,“the more you learn, the less you 

know,” and humility. 

 

He has three dreams and hopes for the future. The first is to buy another boat- a sailing boat. The 

second is to continue working and helping people. The third thing is to stop smoking. 

 

Peter’s story shows that learning never ends. He is not only my teacher but also an inspiration to 

everyone around him. 
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Peter's Life Story 

by Emily 

 

Peter didn't like school, so he left at 14 and started his first job as a baker and confectioner. He 

began his teaching career as a diploma English teaching student in Switzerland for four years. In 

2009, he returned to Trinity College Dublin to teach English to master's students, and then 

became a PhD applied linguistics teacher. He left Trinity College in 2015. Peter usually speaks 

English with his family, and he also speaks a little Irish and a little Italian.  

 

He has many hobbies. He usually enjoys going to the cinemas, visiting museums and galleries, 

buying his favorite storybooks, novels, and biographies at bookstores, walking along rivers and 

seaside, singing in a band, meeting his family in pubs, and making many friends on the boat. He 

also makes friends in music and teaching, and he can learn new things by talking with friends.  

Peter likes friendly, polite and funny people. He likes Dublin by the sea because it has many 

music venues, theaters, and museums, and it's a cultural city. But he dislikes the terrible traffic 

and high prices. 

 

 

 

Peter’s BioPoem 

by Emily 

 

Peter 

Who is Stubborn, mischievous, creative 

Son of Mattie and Lily 

Who loves Jazz/blues, long walks and Guinness 

Who feels constantly confused, elated and dejected 

Who is scared of dogs, ignorance and enlightenment 

Who learned to play tenor sax 

Who hopes to keep learning, dreaming and plotting 

Who lives in the Liberties 

Sheekey 
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Peter’s Hopes, Dreams, and Needs for 2026 

by Emily 

 

Peter plans to paint his houseboat. First, he needs to moor the boat in a public place for painting. 

The most difficult part is cleaning the hull. After that, he can start painting. This work will take 

about a week, and he will do it all by himself. The cost of mooring it there is €13 per day. 

 

Peter has been to Italy twice, taking the teachers at his school to another school in Sicily. He 

loves reading and reads extensively every day, sometimes listening to audiobooks. 

 

Peter likes to meet with his brother Gerry and sister Mary at a pub, and sometimes they meet at 

Italian restaurants. He says he should lose weight, but he won’t, since he drinks everything. He 

doesn't eat much meat, and he doesn't eat chicken. His favorite food is fish. He needs to walk 

more and exercise more every day to stay healthy. He has a new bicycle and rides it twice a 

week. 

 

In his free time, Peter enjoys playing music, singing, drinking, and reading. He also likes going 

to the cinema. He enjoys meeting his friends in his boat, singing, dancing, and playing in a band. 

He spent a lot of money on his houseboat. He loved going to electronics stores, and described 

himself as a "nerd". 

 

He'd been to Italy and Switzerland, and this morning he decided to travel somewhere warm and 

hot for Easter to escape the rain. His holiday is spent playing music, and this year his band will 

be playing some concerts in Dublin. His social life revolves around music and meeting friends in 

pubs. 

 

Peter loves the friendly and funny character of the Irish. He was born in England, his mother 

brought him back to Dublin when he was three. He loves working in Ireland, and he said "I am a 

Dubliner by the grace of God". 

 

Best wishes 

 

Emily Jun Ye 

 

发送反馈 
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Peter’s Photos  

by Emily 

 

The first photo Peter shared was a shot of a landscape. 

The Royal Canal was quiet and beautiful in the 

evening. The water was still, and two swans were 

swimming in it. Swans stay together for life; Ireland 

has many swans. The swans and trees had clear 

reflections, and we can see part of the bridge piers. 

Through this photo, we can learn more about canals. 

Starting from Dublin bay, passing the River Liffey, the 

canal splits into two branches,the right one is called 

the Grand Canal, and the left one is called the Royal 

Canal, it was built in 1800, and it was constructed by 

hand without machinery and is 140 kilometers long. 

This beautiful natural scenery photo was taken in 

Blanchardstown on the Royal Canal. 

 

 

The second photo is of Peter's homeboat, a red and white boat built in Dublin in 2000. It is made 

of steel, and it is very heavy. The boat has a bedroom at the front, a kitchen at the back, a living 

room in the middle, and a shower and toilet beside the bedroom. In winter, it's very cold to stay 

in the canal, but the boat has two heaters: a pot-belly stove that uses solid fuels like wood and 

coal and a central heating system that uses diesel. The boat can travel slowly on the canal at 

about 5 miles per hour. 
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The last photo is of Peter and his friends singing and partying on the boat and shore in May. 

They were relaxed and happy together, enjoying this pleasant life. 
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Salma’s Story 

 

Salma’s Life Story 

by Clara 

 

Salma is from Sylhet, in Bangladesh. She went to school until she was 18 years old. Salma is a 

polyglot! She can speak Bangla (her native tongue), Italian, Hindi, Urdu, and English. With her 

family she speaks Bangla, with her friends in Italy she speaks Italian. In Ireland, she speaks 

English when she is out and about. 

 

Salma has been in Ireland for almost 2 years. She likes that Ireland has green, beautiful nature; 

she likes Dublin City; and she likes the schools for her children. She dislikes the weather, the 

dark winters, and the housing crisis. She has been at the ILS school for 1 year. She came to 

improve her English. Also, she knows that she needs to learn English to live in Ireland and make 

the most of her life here.  

 

Salma lives in an apartment with her family. Her husband works at an Italian restaurant right 

below their apartment! 

 

She spends most of her time with her 

family in Ireland. She does not know 

many people here yet. However, she 

has lots of friends and family in Italy 

and Bangladesh. She is friends with 

other students in her English classes 

and with Clara, her partner in this 

storytelling project.  

 

In her free time, Salma likes to watch 

drama series and facetime with her 

relatives. Although she does not have 

much free time. In Ireland, unlike in 

Bangladesh, she is grateful that she can 

safely walk alone outside. However, 

she misses the proximity to all her 

family and the delicious meals cooked 

by her relatives back in Bangladesh. 

She also missed being able to 

communicate without a second thought. 
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Her life has changed immensely since moving away from Bangladesh. Her two children have 

made her a mother, which has changed her life completely. Salma has big dreams for the future! 

She wants to learn English fluently; have her children complete their studies successfully; live in 

a home with a garden; visit Bangladesh every year; and give back to her parents who sacrificed 

so much for her. 

 

 

 

Three Things About Salma 

by Clara 

 

Let’s talk about Salma! Salma really enjoys cooking, grocery shopping and praying. Her three 

favourite places to go are her hometown Sylhet in Bangladesh; Milazzo, a town in Sicily; and 

London. She lived in Milazzo with her children and husband before moving to Ireland. Although 

she has never visited London, she dreams of visiting there with her family and meeting some of 

her extended family who live there.  

 

The most important dates in her life are the 23rd of December, 2012; the 8th of October, 2013; 

the 10th of October 2015. On the first date, she moved from Sylhet to Italy with her husband. 

The next two dates are the birth of her daughter and her son: Halima and Ishmael. To no surprise, 

two of her three favorite people are her children as well. Her third favorite person is her father 

whom she loves dearly. 

 

Three lessons that Salma has learned throughout her 37 years of life are as follows: do not stop 

your studies before fully finishing them, do not trust strangers, and think positively about one’s 

self. One note about the second lesson - Salma says strangers can and have been very kind to her 

and her family, however, not every stranger has good intentions, and she thinks it is important to 

learn that from a young age.  

 

Lastly, Salma has many dreams for her own life as well as her children’s and parents’ lives. Here 

are her top three dreams: to get a European passport, to find a good home with a garden for her 

children to play in, and to visit Bangladesh every year with her family. 
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Salma’s Favourite Place 

by Clara 

 

 

 

Salma’s favourite place is Sylhet in Bangladesh. This is beside India. Sylhet is a very popular 

tourist destination for both Bangladeshi tourists and foreign tourists because of its beautiful 

landscapes. It has many rolling hills, lush mangroves which you can canoe through, rivers and 

even waterfalls! Salma was lucky enough to grow up in this kind of environment. On the left is a 

picture of the mangroves. On the right is a picture of the hills in Sylhet, which are covered in tea 

plantations! She visits Sylhet with her family. However, she wishes she could go more often.  

 

For Salma this place is special because it is where she grew up. Now, it is where much of her 

family remains, including her dear parents. Being in Sylhet feels relaxing for Salma. She doesn’t 

have to worry about speaking a language she isn’t comfortable with or interacting with people 

with cultures she doesn’t fully understand. She loves to shop in the streets of Sylhet, get a good 

bargain and cook with her favourite fresh ingredients. Although it is relaxing in this sense, being 

in Sylhet also makes her feel guilty because being with her parents and her siblings makes her 

miss them and taking care of them. As well, she feels guilty that her children don’t know Sylhet 

very well and don’t get to see her family in person often enough. Salma grew up surrounded by a 

big family; she wishes her children could have had that type of childhood as well.  

 

In Sylhet, there is lots going on! Beginning with ‘see’: she can see lots of food stalls on the street 

competing for attention, and green hills in the backdrop. In the rainy season she can see rain all 

day, often flooding the streets and even getting into the buildings. She can hear rickshaws 

beeping at each other, the call to prayer five times a day, the sound of the drumming rain, and 

laughing children all around. After the rain she smells the wet soil, a smell she misses dearly. In 

the summer she smells the fresh, ripe fruit, especially the mangoes.  
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Her favourite memory of Sylhet is the last local election when her father - a politician - won the 

election. Although Salma was far away from home, she was the first person her father called to 

share the news! It was a very meaningful moment that she will cherish forever. Salma is 

particularly close with her father, and they have always had a very special relationship.  

 

 

 

Salma’s Biopoem 

by Clara 

 

Salma 

Who is confused, social, and a translator 

Daughter of Abdul Wahid and Forida Khanam 

Who loves cooking, shopping for groceries, praying, and her father 

Who feels stressed, excited, and nervous 

Who fears dogs, ignorance, and cold weather 

Who taught herself and her husband Italian and raised two beautiful children 

Who wants to see Mekka with her family and wants her children to be well-educated and 

successful 

Who lives on North Strand road in a small apartment above an Italian restaurant 

Akter 

 

 

 

Salma & Food 

by Clara 

 

The food Salma eats the most is rice. She eats it almost 

everyday, if not twice a day! Salma always eats at home. 

She cooks everything she eats. Salma enjoys cooking, and 

she’s very talented at it. She makes chicken, beef, fish, 

curries, biryanis etc. She can even make Italian food when 

her children crave it.  

 

When Salma was young, she ate a lot of dried fish and 

fresh fruit, such as jackfruit, mango and boroi. She also 

drank coconut water often.  

 

Bangladesh is known for Ilish fish, jackfruit, and beef 

shatkora. It is also known for its spicy food! Turmeric, 
A boroi tree 
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chilli powder, garlic, green chillies, onion… these often are the beginning of a tasty meal in 

Bangladesh. Sylhet in particular is famous for its tea. Although people drink milk tea all over 

Bangladesh all day every day. Popular sweets or mishti in Bangladesh are paneer soaked in 

sweet milk and rasmalai. Salma believes Bangladeshi food is the best in the world. For her, it 

tastes like home. She doesn’t like Japanese food, or Mexican food; nothing beats her nation’s 

food.  

 

Since moving to Ireland, Salma always shares her meals with her direct family. However, when 

she lived in Italy, she often shared her meals with her friends and neighbours. In Sylhet, she 

shared her meals with lots of family and friends. 

 

Salma has many favourite memories attached to food. For example, she has fond memories of 

living with her Auntie - an excellent cook - as a child, and learning from her. Salma also has 

memories of picking boroi fruit off of trees as a child and filling her pockets with the sweet 

berries.  

 

A last memory she has is from her time in Italy. Her neighbour at the time, Umberto, had far too 

many underripe mangoes, and he did not know what to do with them. Salma showed him how 

you could put salt and chilli on a green mango for a delicious snack. Umberto never looked back 

after that! He loved it so much!  

 

Cooking is how Salma shows love to people. She even cooked a delicious biryani for the 

Intercultural Language School and shared it with the teachers and students. She packed up a big 

portion for me and made sure I brought it home to my own family. Salma believes food is 

important because it brings her family together from near and far. Although her two children 

have spent their lives away from Bangladesh, Salma’s cooking brings them back to their roots in 

Sylhet every single day. 

 

 

 

Salma’s 2026 Goals 

by Clara 

 

Salma dreams of having a garden, a three-bedroom apartment, a nice kitchen, and two 

bathrooms. 

 

Salma wants to travel in Ireland and explore. 

 

Salma would like to become better at speaking English. 
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Salma is going to Mekka with her family and her father this year. 

 

Salma will be happy if she can lose weight to help her diabetes. She will also be happy if her 

family is healthy and happy. 

 

Salma wants her husband to learn some English and feel happier.  

 

Salma wants her daughter to find her place at her new school and figure out what she wants to do 

in the future. She wants her to learn how to swim as well.  

 

Salma wants her son to learn how to swim and make some more friends. 

 

Salma needs to sleep more and relax. 

 

Salma hopes to see her friends and family more.  

 

 

 

Salma’s Arrival 

by Clara 

 

When Salma introduces herself to people, she tells them her name - Salma Akter - and where she 

is from - Bangladesh. When she first came to Ireland her first impression was that it felt familiar. 

Before living in Ireland she lived in Italy for around 12 years. Moving to Italy, everything felt 

completely unfamiliar because of the Italian language which was completely new to her. 

However, when she arrived in Ireland, all of the signs were in English. This reminded her of 

back home in Bangladesh, where a lot of the signs are in English as well! Immediately, she felt 

like Ireland was her home. Compared to Italy, the weather is very different in Ireland. In Sicily, 

it is usually warm and sunny. In Ireland… not so much. She also noticed that everything is a lot 

more expensive. She feels the people are similar here and in Sicily because they are equally 

warm and willing to help her.  

  

Salma’s first interaction with an Irish person was the mother of her daughter’s friend. The lady 

was very kind and friendly to her. So far, the most difficult part of living in Ireland has been 

finding the best supermarket, finding a suitable school for her children to attend, and most 

difficult - finding a place to live. Overall, Salma thinks Ireland is a good place to live, and she 

would recommend it to her friends and family because of the English language, the helpful 

people, and the relatively easy bureaucratic processes as an immigrant. 
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This Photo 

by Clara 

 

In Salma’s chosen photo, her son Ismael and her 

daughter Halima are posing in front of a statue of 

Rabindranath Tagore. This statue is in St. 

Stephen’s Green park. Rabindranath is a famous 

Bengali poet who was born in 1861 and died in 

1941. He was the first Asian writer to win the 

Nobel prize for literature. Salma took this photo 

of her children on the 10th of July, 2025.  

 

The photo is special for Salma because she was 

simply walking in the park with her children 

when she saw this statue and thought to herself, 

“this man looks like Rabindranath Tagore…oh 

wait it is him!” It was very meaningful to see a 

famous poet from her home country right here in 

her new home - Dublin. It was an unexpected but 

welcome surprise. Looking at the photo makes 

her feel both proud for him and for her country. 

 

 

 

Salma’s Festival 

by Clara 

 

Salma’s favourite festival is Eid, which happens after Ramadan. With family and close friends, 

they eat a lot of food. Most importantly, each family chooses a cow to sacrifice (if they are 

financially able to). Then this cow is cooked and the family gives it out to poorer people who 

cannot afford to eat expensive food. Every woman wears new dresses and men try to look nice as 

well. This celebration takes place in people’s households and also at the mosque. Before the 

celebration everyone has to prepare by washing their body; it is extremely important that they are 

clean. Salma has sent money to her father back home to contribute to buying a cow to sacrifice. 

So even when she’s not at home with her family in Bangladesh, she is still participating. 
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Salma’s Family and Friends 

by Clara 

 

In Salma’s family she is the oldest daughter. She has six other sisters and one younger brother. 

She also has her father and her mother. Most of her family are in Bangladesh. She is also close 

with her extended family - like her nieces and nephews and all her cousins. Salma often 

facetimes her different family members. However, of all her family, she has always been the 

closest to her father. They have a special, unbreakable bond.  

 

In her own family, she has her husband, and her two children: Halima and Ismael. Together with 

her children and her husband, they like to play together. They also like to travel. Her favourite 

memory from her own childhood is simply spending time with her family. These were some of 

the best moments of her life, and she misses her life in Bangladesh dearly. Her favourite memory 

as an adult is the recent trip she took to Mekka with her family and her father. It was 

unforgettable. Family for Salma is extremely important because all of her family support each 

other and take care of each other. Most importantly, they love each other.  

 

In Ireland, Salma does not have a lot of friends (yet). When she lived in Italy she made many 

friends with her neighbours and other people as well. Her closest friend is her cousin who lives  

in Canada. They love to shop together. They make the perfect team: Her cousin chooses the best 

items, and Salma bargains with the shopkeeper to get the best deals. They could shop all day 

together and not get tired of it! Her favourite memory with her friends is the last Bangladeshi 

new year she spent in Bangladesh. Salma and her friend wore red and white saris and walked 

around her home city. They ate fuschka and chotpoti and soaked up the amazing atmosphere.  

Here in Ireland, she has made some friends through her English classes at the ILS centre. For 

example, Clara is her new friend! As well, she has made friends at Fairview Park because lots of 

people from Sylhet go there to meet. Overall, she believes the two most important qualities of a 

good friend are honesty and helpfulness. She believes friends are important because you can tell 

them anything, and they help her forget about the stress of life when they are laughing together.   
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Clara’s Story 
 

Clara Kingsbury Life Story  

by Salma 

 

Clara is my teacher and my friend. She is 

originally from the USA, but she was born in 

Ireland. In her undergraduate degree, she 

studied sociology and political science at 

Trinity College.  

 

In Ireland, she works at a restaurant serving 

food and teaches English.  

 

She always speaks English with everyone. 

She has been in Ireland for a few years. She 

has been coming to the Drop-in Centre 

because she is a volunteer teacher. 

 

She lives with her family and has a few 

friends from university and work in Dublin. 

She has lots of friends in her home country. 

Some Irish people who she speaks to are her 

mom, her family and her co-workers. 

 

She wants to improve her English because we can never stop learning.  

 

Something she likes about living in Dublin is the way the Irish people celebrate Christmas. 

Something she does not like about living in Dublin is the weather in winter and the housing 

crisis.  

 

She has no free time because she is always working. In her country she can drive but not in 

Dublin. Though in Dublin, she has easy access to public transport. Her life has changed since she 

came to Dublin because she had moved to a different country with different people. 

 

In the future she wants to be a social worker. 

 

 

 



41 

 

Three Things About Clara 

by Salma 

 

Three things Clara likes doing are yoga, travel, and trying 

new food. Three places she likes going are the sea, New 

York City, and the mountains. Three important dates in 

her life are when she moved to Ireland in August 2019, her 

graduation date in May 2023, and when she moved to 

Barcelona in September 2025. Three important people in 

her life are her mother, her father, her sister (and her 

brother of course). Three important lessons in her life are: 

don't be afraid of change, always be kind and try your 

hardest in everything. Three dreams for her future are: to 

be a social worker, to be a mother, and learn Spanish 

fluently.  

 

 

 

Biopoem: Clara 

by Salma 

 

Clara,  

Who is bubbly, lazy, confident and a book worm 

Daughter of Caitriona Ni Dhuchon and Daniel Kingsbury 

Who loves cows, food, card games and playing piano 

Who feels thankful, overwhelmed and lucky 

Who fears making decisions, missing out and dying 

Who has moved to new countries by herself 

Who wants to see the Northern Lights and be a social worker 

Who lives in a house on 36 Mather Road North 

Kingsbury 

 

 

 

Clara’s Favourite Foods 

by Salma 

 

Clara likes Mexican food, noodles and mango sticky rice. What Clara eats the most is tuna 

sandwiches, stir fries, curry, pasta and Korean food. When Clara was young, she ate plain pasta, 

plain bread, sweets and strawberries. She was a picky eater. 

Clara and her parents at 

graduation 
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One of Clara’s favourite foods to eat when she was a child in the United States was bagels and 

cream cheese, smoked salmon and bacon.  

 

Clara wants to avoid food with too much oil, sugar, fat and processed foods. As well, she tries to 

avoid big portions.  

 

Clara’s favourite cuisines are Bangladeshi food and Vietnamese food. As well, her favourite 

sweets are chocolate, cookies, apple pie and sour candy. 

 

Clara’s favourite drinks are beer, alcohol, coffee, chocolate milk, lemonade and dirty chai tea. 

She does not like to eat strong cheese, like blue cheese or goat’s cheese, and she does not like 

black olives. 

 

Clara likes to eat with her family, her friends, and she also eats by herself. Her favourite 

memories with food are sharing food with her family, trying mango sticky rice for the first time 

and the wedding food she had at her best friend’s wedding in Bangladesh. 

 

Clara enjoys cooking because it is a way to share her love for her friends and family. 

 

 

 

Clara’s 2026 Goals 

by Salma 

 

Clara hopes to get accepted into her Social Work Masters. Clara wants to read more non-fiction 

books. Clara would like to make more Irish friends. Clara wants to go to Spain and Eastern 

Europe. Clara will be happy if she has less stress. She will be happy when she gets her driver’s 

license.  

 

Clara wants her brother to move to Italy and her sister to get a new car. Clara wants her mom to 

relax and Clara’s dad makes more friends. Clara needs to stop procrastinating and not eat 

unhealthy food. She also wants to be better at saving money. Lastly, Clara hopes to wear a sari in 

the summer.  
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Clara’s Arrival 

by Salma 

 

When people ask Clara where she’s from she says she’s from Boston, but she was born in 

Ireland. When Clara comes to Ireland she feels the fresh air, that people are friendly, and that 

everything is so green. The main differences between Boston and Dublin are that people are less 

direct in Dublin, and the winters are cold and dark. Her first impressions are still true. Her mom 

is Irish so definitely her mom. The most difficult part of leaving her country and coming here 

was leaving her friends and not driving anymore. Clara would not recommend it to everyone, 

because it is expensive to live here for your whole life. But she thinks the people are very nice. 

 

 

 

 

Clara’s Photo 

by Salma 

 

Clara’s sister Aoife, her brother Owen, and her cousin Cuan are in the photo. They are her 

family. Her family are reading a story together. The photo was taken around 2004 or 2005. This 

photo is taken at Clara’s grandma’s house. It’s in the living room on the ground. This photo is 

special because all are happy and together. Clara feels nostalgic when she looks at this photo. 
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Clara’s Favourite Festival 

by Salma 

 

Clara's favourite festival is Christmas. Christmas is a 

holiday on December 25 where people drink red wine 

and champagne and have a big Christmas dinner. 

During Christmas, people wear fancy dresses and 

celebrate with close family. In Clara's family, they 

pull Christmas crackers. They go to the church, and 

they open their presents when they come back. They 

celebrate Christmas in Clara's house, and they listen 

to Christmas music. People celebrate Christmas 

because it’s Jesus' birthday. Traditionally, children 

open their presents on Christmas morning. 

 

 

 

Clara’s Family and Friends 

by Salma 

 

In Clara’s family, there’s her father, mother, sister and brother. She is the youngest. Her sister is 

the oldest, her brother is in the middle. Clara is the little baby. She is closest to her sister. They 

like being together and trying new foods. They like to play games together as well, like card 

games. They don’t have any unique traditions. Her favourite memories are playing together with 

her family at the beach and pool. Clara’s favourite memory as an adult with her family is 

Christmas dinners. Family is important because they love Clara very much and they support her. 

 

Clara’s Christmas tree 
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Clara has some friends, but most of them don’t live in Ireland. Her best friend here is Yana, from 

Ukraine. Her new friend here is Salma, from Bangladesh. She has some friends in America and a 

best friend in Malta as well. Clara likes to go with her friends to the beach, eat food, has lots of 

fun, and she likes to go thrift shopping with her friends. Her favourite memories are spending 

summers together and travelling together with her friends. Clara struggles to make new friends 

because she is shy. She finds it easier to make friends at work than to go out and meet a stranger. 

She thinks friends with good qualities are loyal, funny, honest, and adventurous. She thinks 

friends are important because life would be lonely without them. 

 

  

Clara with her sister and brother 
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Hamida’s Story 
 

 

 

Hamida: Let’s Talk About… 

by Charlie 

 

I come from Afghanistan, and my 

favourite flowers are red and yellow 

roses. One of my favourite places in my 

country is Mazar-i-Sharif. It’s a place 

that is famous for its blue mosque and 

the many pigeons that gather there. I 

have two daughters and one son. I am 

very close with my mother and father, 

and I wish very much for them to join 

me in Ireland. When I first arrived here, 

it was also the first time that I had been 

away from my parents. I think about 

them a lot and worry for their health. 

Every moment that I’ve had with them 

is precious to me. 

Mazar-i-Sharif in Afghanistan 
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I studied midwifery at university. I loved my job a lot. There is a great feeling of peace when a 

healthy baby is born to a healthy mother. The pain of a woman giving birth is so great, that a 

man could never endure it. The happiness they feel makes the pain worth it. 

 

 

An important lesson I have learned is to not do more than you possibly can. If you give too much 

away, you have very little left to give to yourself. 

 

Every Sunday, I plant flowers and harvest vegetables with my husband, and our neighbours in 

the community garden. I grow chives because they are really important in Afghan food. I love to 

make bulani and mantu (Afghan dumplings) and share them with people in the garden. I love to 

socialise with my neighbours. 

 

My hope for the future is for my country to be free. I want to return with my family, and be with 

my parents again. I want my children and grandchildren to live freely in the land that we call 

home. 

 

 

 

Hamida: BioPoem 

by Charlie 

 

Hamida 

Who overthinks, is gentle but firm, Who is the vehemently honest, and assumes the 

best in people. Daughter of Mirafghan and Sediqa, mother of Mohsen. 

Who has a positive and close relationship with her school teacher to this day. 

Who believes in the importance of maintaining relationships through communication. 

Who misses her parents dearly, and fears the separation of her family. 

Who is afraid of animals, fears car accidents, and being on top of tall buildings. 

Who has raised three wonderful children, and has worked more than twenty two years 

helping other women to deliver their babies. 

Who achieved 2 bachelors degrees while raising her children. 

Who lives in Ireland. 

Sadeqi. 
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Hamida: My Year 

by Charlie 

 

This past year has been very different because I came to Ireland one year and two months ago. I 

have seen some new places like Bray. I climbed to the top of Bray to see the view after having 

breakfast with my family. We picked raspberries on the way up the mountain, and had lunch 

while looking at the view. 

 

I have met a lot of nationalities in Ireland through my neighbours, classmates, and teachers. My 

sponsors that helped my family to come here are wonderful people. Everything in Ireland is nice! 

We came from a bad situation with no freedom. So with my feeling of freedom, everything is a 

good experience. Many Irish people and others have helped me. My daughter that came here 

before me had many friends that helped us. 

 

I keep my family together through emotional support and love, with food and fun times. I want 

to help others in the same way that many people have helped me. I send money back to my 

country when I can to help the people there. 

 

In my time here, I have not read many books or seen many films, but I saw a film about Hitler, 

and how he controlled the situation in the war. He was a man with a lot of power, but I think his 

life was very weak. 

 

Eid was my first party in Ireland. After four years of separation from my daughter, I threw her a 

surprise party. It was a very happy occasion with family and friends. 

 

My life has changed so much. I am experiencing a new culture that is different from my own. 

My mind is free and relaxed, and I am no longer afraid. 

 

I have been working hard to improve my English, so that I can study here to have a midwifery 

qualification. I have bought some things for my house to make my family and I feel at home. 

I can experience new things in Ireland, like trying Chinese dumplings, and delicious Indian food! 

 

The thing I look forward to next year is having improved speaking skills, and I hope to visit 

Galway. 
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Hamida’s Photo 

by Charlie 

 

The place is Band-e Amir. There is a mountain 

with a waterfall. The waterfall is fresh, and 

delicious to drink. The colours are beautiful. The 

water is azure blue and sparkles like crystal. No 

one knows how truly deep the water goes, but 

people swim in it in the summer. People skate on 

it in winter when the water freezes. It is also a 

popular place to ski. Only men can visit this 

place now because of the Taliban rule. I used to 

go with my family every summer. 

 

In 2018, we traveled there for vacation as a 

family: my daughters, son, husband, and I. My 

husband took this photo of us. It was 

unexpected, so it appears very natural. It is a 

good way to remember the last time that I could 

visit this beautiful place. I am very sad and 

angry that I am no longer allowed to travel there. 

When I look at the photo, I remember all of the 

happy times before my family was separated 

across the world. Another key memory was that 

we built a fire next to the lake, made kebabs and 

shared them together. 

 

 

 

Hamida’s Festival 

by Charlie 

 

We celebrate Eid at the end of Ramadan. After fasting for four weeks, we come together and 

celebrate, and enjoy Afghani food. We wear new clothes from our culture, and older people gift 

money or sweets to children. It is a season for charity and blessings. In the morning we pray at 

the mosque. On the day, older family members stay home and are visited by family and friends. 

We celebrate for three days and enjoy dessert during our visits. We pray before each meal. It is 

more than just a religious holiday. It is a happy time to be together with family and friends.  



50 

 

Charlie’s Story 
 

Let’s Talk About Charlie 

by Hamida 

 

Three things Charlie likes doing are going to concerts, especially BTS concerts; sewing clothes, 

especially his favourite color yellow and adding sunflowers; and painting. 

 

He loves beautiful places with 

different colors, like the Asian 

supermarket. He likes feeding 

pigeons in the park. He loves 

these birds, and he brought 

stickers of pigeons to our 

storytelling classes. He likes 

going on picnics with his friends 

and dogs. His dogs are very 

important to him. He enjoys 

playing with dogs very much. 

One time his dog died, and he 

was very sad.  

 

Although he had a difficult time with his illness, he finished university. It was very important to 

him when he graduated in 2023. When he came back from Belfast to Dublin in 2024, he moved 

in with his family. His family here is his niece, his mother, his sister, and his grandmother. 

 

His mother, grandmother, brother, and friends are all important to him. He lives with his mother, 

and his mother’s advice is very important to him. He also loves his grandfather, who is a 

wonderful man and like a father to Charlie.  

 

Charlie believes one saying from his mother is important: You accept everyone because 

everyone is different in some way. 

 

 

 

Charlie’s Life Story 

by Rosy 

 

Charlie 

who is goofy, open minded, kind, 
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carries sunshine quietly in the corners of his mind. 

With Benji beside him and Madrid in his heart,  

he turns ordinary moments into gentle art. 

  

Charlie Cuadra’s favorite place is Madrid, Spain, because it’s close to his brother, and the food, 

family, and friends make the place special to him. He especially enjoys visiting Chueca, where 

he and his brother spend time together and have fun. Madrid makes him feel happy and relaxed, 

and he plans to go back next year to see friends get married, visit his brother, and return to 

Chueca. He also has a dog named Benji. 

  

Charlie describes himself with adjectives like goofy, open-minded, and kind. His most important 

relationships are being a son, a friend, and the favorite child. He loves BTS, heavy metal, soju, 

and of course, his dog Benji. Recently, he has been feeling tired, hyper, and emotionally 

invested. He has some irrational fears,like opening car boots, losing people he loves, or not 

getting BTS tickets. 

  

His accomplishments include earning his degree in youth work. What he hopes to experience in 

the future is to keep learning and growing, bring positive change, and have gaff with lot of dogs 

and pigeons. He currently lives in Cuadra. 

 

 

 

Biopoem  

by Hamida 

 

Charlie 

Who is goofy, loyal, and curious  

Son of Edel, Brother of Xana and Nacho 

Who loves pigeons, sunflowers, and whimsy 

Who feels overwhelmed, overjoyed, and hopeful  

Who fears that capitalism will win and people will no longer care for each other  

Who earned his degree in youth work despite many obstacles  

Who wants to keep learning every day and live a peaceful life with dogs and birds  

Who lives in Blanch 

Cuadra 
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Charlie’s Picture 

by Hamida 

 

This picture is on Halloween Day three years ago 

with Charlie’s brother. His brother is dressed as a 

pumpkin. His brother is visiting Charlie in Belfast. 

Charlie cooked a lunch of spaghetti for his brother. 

When his brother opened the drawer, the plate broke 

into the drawer! This day was very funny to Charlie, 

and he will not forget it. It is a special memory with 

his brother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie’s 2026 

by Hamida 

 

Charlie travelled to Germany with friends this year and had a very nice time. In Germany, he met 

Marta. He also went to the Netherlands. In the Netherlands, he met Lydia.  

 

He was a youth worker last year. Now he teaches English. Every time Charlie comes to English 

class, it is beautiful and wonderful. He has helped people to learn English. Teaching feels good 

and positive for him. He has met new people in English class as a teacher and in his Korean class 

as a student.  

 

He is learning the Korean language in a class online. He watches Korean films and concerts. He 

watches BTS, which is his favourite band, in Korean. He bought a lot of BTS things this year! 

He bought a vinyl of BTS music. 

 

His birthday was a nice thing that has happened. Many of his friends came from all over Ireland 

and had a wonderful night with him! His friend from the North of Ireland also came to visit him.  

He likes sushi, Korean food, and Chinese food in restaurants. I think it is very expensive! Charlie 

says it is nice to go once or twice.  

 

He likes travelling and learning about different cultures. He wants to do more of this next year.  

 

 



53 

 

What I Thought About Storytelling 

by Charlie 

 

I teach many students from all over the world, and storytelling was a fantastic way to 

know my students better on a one to one basis. Working with two different students, I learned a 

lot about Afghani and Chinese culture. 

 

I learned that language is complicated, but that we can always find a way to 

communicate with one another. There are so many cultural differences between me and 

my students. The more we speak, the more we can find things in common, and realise that as 

humans we are similar in more ways than one. 
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Rosy’s Story 
 

Rosy’s Life Story 

by Charlie 

 

I am originally from a city called Chengdu in China, but I grew up in another city called 

Shenzhen. I did my studies in Singapore, and became a teacher of language and 

dance. In Ireland I am studying to improve my English, and I also work as an interpreter. 

I speak Chinese with my family at home, and practice English with my friends. I have 

been living in Ireland for almost two years now, and have been coming to the drop in 

centre for two months. I come to the drop in because I want to improve my English 

skills, and make friends to practice with. 

 

I live here in Dublin in a studio apartment 

with housemates. My hobbies are going 

hiking, experiencing the Dublin nightlife 

for my love of dancing, and visiting 

museums. In my home country, I love to 

go on road trips. I like going to the arcade 

and cinema with my friends, and 

occasionally do an escape room! 

 

I have made some good friends in Dublin, 

like Aisha and Charlie. They are very 

helpful, and we have a fun time together. 

 

I want to improve my English because I didn’t learn it very well in school. I set a goal for myself 

to learn it independently. It is a useful language to have because it is the international language to 

communicate with others. 

 

What I like the most about living in Dublin is living my life on my own terms. Things I don't like 

about living in Dublin is that there is so much dog poop on the streets and that my house is too 

small. I don’t have a lot of time because my schedule is so full. 

 

Things I can do in Dublin that I couldn’t do in my country are working at home, and most 

importantly; I can speak freely without judgement or backlash. One thing I miss from home that 

I can't do here is driving. I don’t have a car here in Ireland. Moving to Ireland has changed my 

life because there is a better work/life balance here, which has made me love my life. 
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Rosy’s Three Things 

by Peter 

 

Rosy is from China. She was born in Cheng Du but grew up in Shenzhen. She has worked in 

Dublin as an interpreter and teacher, and in tech support, and she really likes her work. She is 

loyal, hardworking and very pleasant to talk to. 

 

She likes watching TV series and movies. She also loves good food, especially Chinese food and 

says you can find good Chinese food in Dublin. She also really enjoys learning English and is 

loving the lessons with her teacher Siobhan at ILS. She has been to Paris and says, “it’s very 

romantic”. She really likes visiting museums and libraries and does this when she arrives in a 

new city. 

 

Three important dates in her life are: The ninth of January 2008 when she returned to her 

hometown of Cheng Du which she likes so much; The first of February 2024 when she arrived in 

Dublin and the eighteenth of June 2025 when she got her permit to work in Ireland. 

 

The three important people in her life are her Mum, her teacher Siobhan and herself, which she 

believes is very important in life. 

 

Rosy’s hopes for the future include learning how to drive, she also wants to become a better 

teacher. She hopes to perfect her English and wants to learn French, too. She is very ambitious 

and would like to start her own business. 

 

 

 

About Rosy 

by Charlie 

 

I am from a city called Chengdu in China, which is near Hong Kong. It is vibrant, has great food, 

and is really famous for pandas! I have been in boarding school since I was ten years old, and I 

have had many pets in my life. I have owned two cats, two parrots, a rabbit, two dogs; samoyeds, 

one called Little White, the other Little Yellow, and two goldfish; Orangey and Little Red. I 

really like to name my pets after colours! I love my hometown because it feels happy, safe, and 

familiar. The best time to be there is summertime because of the festivals. There are many 

tourists, a lot of music, and smells from all the different foods. My favourite memory of home is 

just seeing the people relaxing and having a good time.  
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Rosy’s Favourite Place 

by Charlie 

 

My favourite place is Galway. It is located in the west of Ireland and is close to Clare and Mayo. 

What makes this place beautiful for me is that the city is small, and the streets are beautiful. I 

visited Galway alone, and enjoyed how lively but peaceful it is. I would love to return here when 

there is a Christmas market. My favourite memory is when I was so excited to see Galway that I 

went straight there after arriving in Ireland. It is a very traditional place, but very tourist friendly. 

It was small, warm, and colourful, with a lot of history. I could see seagulls, hear busking, and 

smell delicious food. I tried fish and chips for the first time. 

 

I came here alone after being in Murcia for some time. I studied to be a flight attendant, and I 

wanted to improve my English. The people of Galway and Ireland are lovely. I’m happy to be 

close to my favourite place. 

 

 

 

Rosy: Biopoem 

by Charlie 

 

Rosy 

Who is stubborn, an avid learner, and friendly. 

Daughter of Xiao and Wu 

Who loves Chinese food, electronic music and travelling 

Who feels anger self acceptance, and hope 

Who fears not eating well, her family falling ill, and being rejected by the people that she 

loves 

Who has learned to speak English very well 

Who wants a high result in her English exam, to buy her dream home and to own a 

business 

Who lives in Dublin City Centre 

Wu. 

 

 

 

Rosy’s Favourite Festival 

by Charlie 

 

A festival I really enjoy in my home country is the water splashing festival. It comes from a 

Buddhist tradition and happens on April 13th every year in the Southeast of China. At this time, 
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we eat traditional food and a lot of fruit. There is no traditional way to dress. You just need a 

bucket, a water gun, and maybe some waterproof clothes if you really don’t want to get wet. 

 

In the streets we dance and splash water on each other. The more you are drenched, the more 

luck you will have. It is like Valentine's Day. If a girl likes a guy, she makes a small bag or 

homemade pouch to give to him. These days girls can get them too. There will be a DJ playing 

lots of dance music for people splashing and dancing in the street. Nobody is safe from being 

splashed, not even the police! At the end of the day, we make wishes and release Chinese 

lanterns. 

 

There is no water festival here in Ireland, so on that day I will have to celebrate in the shower!  
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Short Stories 
Stories with our friends and visitors  

 

Falak’s Story 

by Lucia 

 

Falak's name means astronomy, and she takes after it: very down to earth but with an eye on the 

stars. Falak has an interesting story to tell, but she's also a great listener and enjoys knowing 

other stories. She used to love reading, but now her eyesight isn't as good as before, so she 

misses the opportunity to do so. Her health worries her a little because she knows the years are 

passing, and her desire is to be well and continue living the life she has now. 

 

She enjoys making her country, Syria, known through her cooking; even though she doesn't 

enjoy cooking, she does it often and willingly. 

 

What she is really passionate about is travelling, and one of her greatest dreams is to travel more. 

She'd love to visit Egypt, Greece, and Barcelona. Actually, she's already traveled extensively in 

her life, mostly for pleasure (Italy, Spain, England, etc.), but she took an important trip to Paris, 

where she studied to improve her medical career. Now she occasionally visits Silicon Valley in 

the US because her son lives there with his family, and she loves her granddaughter very much. 

And these are precisely the events that changed her life and that she likes to remember: the birth 

of her son in 1985, the move to Paris in 1988 to study (and it was difficult leaving her son in 

Syria!) and the birth of her granddaughter in 2022. Her son and granddaughter are essential to 

her. If she has to talk about the people important to her, she chooses her friends, who are many, 

good and in different parts of the world, but above all her family of origin, which is large: Falak 

has in fact three brothers and three sisters, although sadly one brother and one sister are dead. 

She misses her country, which she worries about and wishes could be a safe place to live again. 

 

However, she thinks Ireland has several things in common with Syria: The people are very 

welcoming and have the same carelessness in crossing the street without worrying about whether 

the light is green... not to mention the same lack of punctuality! 

 

Some things are different, however: people in Ireland are used to drinking heavily and often get 

drunk, but on the other hand, they are very kind. (It seems strange to her that passengers thank 

the driver when they get off the bus!). The most difficult difference to accept is about the 

weather. In Syria, the difference between the seasons is much greater: winter is much colder, and 

summer is much hotter. 

 

Farak has lived many lives in one and has learned to be patient and optimistic, because you never 

know what will happen: "You could know where you were born, but you could not know where 
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you will die." At the same time, however, she has learned to stay away from people who can hurt 

her and to take care of herself. 

 

 

 

Lucia’s Story 

by Falak  

 

Lucia is a lovely person who I have met recently. She is from Palermo, and she came to visit 

Dublin. 

    

She is a traveler, and she doesn’t mind traveling with friends or on her own. She likes to try food 

from other cuisines and to cook food from many cuisines. And also she likes to do embroidery.  

 

Lucia enjoys going around Palermo, the seaside in summer time, walking in the forest and 

climbing mountains. She also loves to live in Barcelona as she says that they are similar.  

 

She has many important memories that have been essential for her life. In 2002, she had her first 

trip outside her country, and it was to Peru. 

 

The second important step was in 2006 when she got her academic degree as a teacher. At the 

beginning when she taught, she didn't like it, but at the end she loved it. She had another big 

memory in 2018 as she renovated her family house and she was very happy about that.  

She loves her family and her siblings as she has three brothers, two sisters, and 19 nieces and 

nephews. She is the youngest of the family.  

 

She loves being with her friends and spending time with them. 

 

She learned many lessons from her life, like forcing herself to smile to feel good, not postponing 

anything that she loves, and trying to understand people (to be in their shoes).  

She hopes to travel more and to spend time with her friends and relatives. She also hopes that the 

people in her country would be more interested to think about politics and the future of their 

country.  

 

She was surprised to see people saying thank you to the bus driver, as that won’t happen in her 

country. And the other difference was that she found people in Dublin drinking a lot of beer.  

 

But there are many similarities between two countries like unpunctuality, kindness and crossing 

the road without looking at the lights 
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Fatema: Biopoem 

by Lucia 

 

Fatema 

Who is sociable and impatient, smart and lazy, faithful and perfectionist. 

Daughter of Leila and aunt of Ermia and Iylia. 

Who likes food, good tea and sleeping, and loves her family. 

Who feels homesick and lonely, who may feel envious, who is conscious of her own evolution. 

Who is scared of getting stuck in her life, who is afraid of misunderstanding, who is disgusted by 

sea creatures and reptiles. 

Who learned to cook, to speak English and to live without her family. 

Who hopes to go to college in Dublin and dreams of traveling a lot. 

Who lives in Blackrock in Dublin. 

Khademi 

 

 

 

Neeru’s Story 

by Rosy 

 

Neeru is originally from India. She studied there and was a slow learner in school, but later she 

became a lawyer in India. She worked two days a week. She speaks English and Hindi, and her 

mother tongue is Punjabi. 

 

Neeru has been living in Ireland for 13 years, and she has been coming to the Drop-in Centre for 

6 years. She comes to the Drop-in Centre because she wants to change her accent. She lives in a 

house with her husband. 

 

Her social life in Dublin includes spending time with friends and her husband, and visiting 

different places. Her social life in India was very busy. She did social work, helped people, and 

taught poor students. 

 

Neeru has made many friends in Dublin from different countries, mostly from Ireland. She 

speaks English with her friends, and she talks to her teacher Peter and her friend Irlin. She wants 

to improve her English because she wants to be perfect and change her pronunciation. She likes 

living in Dublin because she enjoys travelling, meeting people, and the environment here. She 

also likes that the transport system is more convenient than in India. 

 

The things she doesn’t like about living in Dublin are the heavy rain —“It rains 24 hours,” she 

says— and that the shops close very early. She is not as busy in Dublin as she was in India. Life 
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in Dublin is different because she is living in another country, meeting different people, and 

discovering new cultures. 

 

Neeru’s plans for the future include doing social work and helping people.



 

 

 

 

 

 


