
From Duhlin to Panevezys
An Educational Trip to Lithuania

ln 2014, Nora Hamill retired after more than 30 years of teaching. Within two years,

she wos teaching English to migrants. She outlines how she started volunteering at
the Dublin City lntercultural Languoge ond why she has never regretted it.

A couple ofyears afte r I retired, I was looking for a volu n-

teering opportu n rty, and saw a notice from Dr. Peter

Sheekey, who was setting up the Dublin City lntercultural

Language (DCILS). He was seekingvolunteers to teach

English to migrants one, two orthree mornings aweek. I

went for training and started in early 201 6, and I have

never looked back. At the moment, along with two other
tutors, I teach a group lr4onday to Wednesday, each of us

for one morning (when necessary, we swap mornings and

cover each other for holidays, and so on). Some volun-
teers do two mornings, and some do three mornings. We

have young, m idd le-aged and older students from many

difflerent countries, including Ukraine, Somalia, Syria,

Algeria, India and Brazil, to name several. Everysession is

. very rewarding, with students always eagerto learn and so

appreciative of what the tutors do.

This summer, I had the opportunityto visit Lithuania
with DCILS Director, Dr. Sheekey, the Student Liaison

Officer, Nerija Gerbutavicrute, and two othertutors, Carol

Caulfield and Siobhdn Fitzpatrick. We had had a visit
(funded by an Erasmus programme) from a group of
Lithuan ians earlier this year who, for three mornings,

integrated with our students and exchanged life stories

with them. These visitors are all involved in the English

language club based in their local library. We were then
invited to Lithuania (on the same Erasmus programme)

for three days in July as'expert tutors' by Virginija

Svediene, Co-ordinator ofAdult Education Activities at

Panevezys County Public Library.

Storytelling based on sharing life stories

The trip included a meeting with Virginija and the
volunteers who facilitate groups at the weekly English

Language club in the library. Each of us outlined the
variety bf methods we use in our sessions in DCILS,

including topical photos, a focus on lrish cultural events,

customs, recipes, and games. Dr. Sheekey gave a
presentation on storytelling based on sharing life stories
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as a way of engaging inte,rest and developing fluency in

both speaking and writing
The next day, we each took d group of English Language

club members and did a session with six to eight adults

based on a normal day in DClLS.lvlygroup were very

erigaged by a recipe fortea brack, which I usually do

around Hallowe'en. l've found that, generally, any topics
around food go wellwith everyone interested, although I

had to apologise to this group that I couldn't do what I

would normally do and produce a brack l'd made earlierto
share! Theywere happy, however, to have the recipe to
take home and perhaps try out. Led by Dr. Sheekey, who
was accompanied on guitar, the club members then had

the opportunity to expand their.vocabulary and learn

more of Du bl i n's history, I earning and si ngi ng togeth er the
song Molly A/alone.

The beautlful clU of Vllnlus
The trip was a wonderflu I opportunity made even more

special by Nerija, our Student Liaison Officer, who is from

Kaunas, and who could explain much about Lithuanias

food, culture and history that we might otherwise have

missed. We extehded the trip to include the beautiful

capital city of Vilnius, which was well worth visiting.

When lwrote about DCILS for Co mhnoscin Spring

2022,1mentioned the feeling of helplessness we were all

experiencing with world events and the displacement of
people from so many places affected bywar. lt has only
got worse. Volunteering to teach migrants is one way to
feelyou are doingsomethingto improve people's lives,

and I strongly believe you will get so much out of it
yourself.

ln 2014, Nora Hamill retired after more than 30 years

teaching (the last ten years as a Teaching Principal) in

Donaghmede, Dublin. Throughout her teaching career,

she was an active INTO member and spent nine years

on the Equality Committee, including three years as

Cathaoirleach. Nora can be contacted via email at:

noraham il 101 @gmail.com

Intercultural
Language
Serviee

For further information about DCILS,

visitwww.
i ntercu ltu ral languageservice.com

lfyou would like to volunteer,
email Dr. Peter Sheekey:

dublincityilc@gmail.com.
Left: L-R Tutors Carol, Nora (RTAI

members) and Siobhan. R - L Student

of Panevezys Children's Library
(centre).

Dublin City lntercultural Language (DCILS)
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