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Who We Are and What We do 
 
Our mission: ILS seeks to promote social 
inclusion for newer community 
members through community-based 
Language and (inter)cultural training, 
and to foster social cohesion in the 
communities and areas of Dublin City 
where New-Irish reside through 
intercultural encounters, activities and 
events. 
 
Our vision: We see diversity as a golden 
opportunity for personal and inter-
community development, not a 
challenge. We see integration as a two-
way conversation between equals. 
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1. Members’ response to lived social experiences (*30% Members surveyed) 

              ILS members’ voices from survey November 2023* 
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2. Members’ response to ILS experiences 
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3. Members’ response about their future hopes 
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                                                                                Video - We Are Here – Migrants at Work in Ireland 

Work and education 

30% of ILS members registered 

in 2023 found work or moved 

into further education. Though 

language may be a barrier to 

employment, even some with 

lower levels of English found 

jobs in a near-full employment 

economy. All members 

surveyed expressed desires to 

be more active citizens and 

economic actors. Migrants 

have filled 50% of the 100,000 

vacancies filled in 2023 (Irish 

Times, 7/12/23).  

“Thank you so much and is because of 

your work I'm in doing mine now” 

 – Ana, ex-member 

 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/0AxBbo1gAkA?feature=oembed
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Social connection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of our members talked 

about the difficulty in creating 

social contacts and networks 

outside our centre which is 

why we create many 

opportunities for connection 

with their new home through 

outings and intercommunity 

events. For many new arrivals 

ILS is their first social network 

where they build confidence 

in a safe space and grow their 

right to be heard. Their 

comments refer often to 

connection, communication 

and interculturalism. 
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Belonging 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ilsschool.org/dubylon.html  

 

 

 

 

This year we did a series of 

collaborative poetry writing 

workshops facilitated by 

published poets which 

explored our members 

relations and feeling about 

their adopted city, and which 

culminated in the Dubylon 

book. This project had the 

desired effect of increasing a 

sense belonging and fuller 

understanding of how we are 

all Dubylonians together in 

this city. We will continue this 

UNESCO City of Literature 

project and produce a second 

volume in 2024. 

 

https://www.ilsschool.org/dubylon.html
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Numbers 

                                                                       Nationality                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Afghanistan 10 
Albania 2 
Algeria            18 
Bangladesh 3 
Belarus 1 
Botswana 3 
Brazil              7 
Chile              1 
China              3 
Egypt              1 
Gvatemala 1 
India  
Iran              1 
Iraq              1 
Ireland-Libya 1 
Italy              2 
Lesotho 1 
Libya              1 
Lithuania 1 
Mexico 1 
Moldova 1 
Morocco 1 
Nigeria 1 
Palestina 1 
Peru 1 
Romania 1 
Siria 1 
Somalia 33 
South Africa 1 
Spain 5 
Sweden 1 
Syria 5 
Ukraine 60 
Venezuela 3 
 

Grand Total 175 
 

As a drop-in Centre, the 

population at ILS fluctuates 

greatly due to people 

moving on after arrival, 

finding work, changing 

lodgings, etc. Of the 175 

members registered in 2023, 

daily attendance averaged at 

40. Morning lessons means 

a positive gender balance 

for mothers (and fathers) of 

school-going children. The 

majority are from the north 

inner city and recent 

arrivals. Increasingly, we 

have focused of serving 

lower- level learners as 

these are most in need of 

language and connections. 

Gender 

Female   92 

Male     79 

 

Grand Total

 175 
Residence 
 
Co.Dublin 62 
Co.Kildare 2 
Co.Meath 2 
Co.Wiclow 1 
D1          52 
D11            4 
D13            2 
D14            1 
D15            3 
D16            1 
D18            1 
D2            3 
D24            4 
D3          20 
D6            2 
D7            4 
D8            3 
D9            6 
Naas            1 
 

 

Language Level* 

A0 24 
A1 26 
A2 53 
A2/B1   1 
B1 48 
B1+   5 
B2   1 
 
*https://www.ilsschool.org/european-

language-levels.html 

Arrived in Ireland 

2004 1 

2014 1 

2015 1 

2019 2 

2021 18 

2022 87 

2023 65 
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